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As we tour families exploring Jowonio as an option for their children for next fall, I try to see the school from the 
view of an outsider. This introduction to new parents requires me to distill our vision, philosophy, and structure in-
to a series of clear and simple main points. I try to describe the wonderful range of children in each room, and how 
we all benefit from the diversity. I offer the rationale for inclusion and how it plays out each day in friendships and 
multisensory activities.  Families are impressed by our physical plant and the richness of the curriculum available for 
children, not just in the classrooms but also our Art Studio, Gym, Enchanted Forest, Secret Garden and Pooh Cor-
ner.  Our wonderful outside space (playground, Trike Town and Sarah’s Path) is a unique feature of Jowonio as 
well. Most importantly as I tour I observe the joyous and loving relationships between children and their friends 
and between children and their teachers. Teachers and therapists are engaged, communicating, laughing, sympa-
thizing, encouraging.  They express interest in each child’s passions, highlight their strengths, exhibit respect and 
celebrate each child’s special contribution to the group. Our staff members are an exceptional group who love their 
work with young children, who have a “call to teach”.  They spend time together problem-solving about best prac-
tices, are open to feedback, and see their own growth as an important focus. 
 

Of course no program can be everything for all families; it is so important for there to be a match between the 
school and the family’s philosophy.  In every setting there are bad days and there are challenges that appear daunt-
ing. And we all have times when we wish we had paid more attention, responded with more care, or acted on prior-
ities rather than juggling so much and losing focus in the process.  Sometimes staff personal maturity and skills are 
evolving but are not quite what we hope they would be. And yet at Jowonio, even in the middle of a dreary winter, 
every day we offer welcome and warmth to the little and big people who share their lives together.  The passionate 
commitment of our teachers and support staff goes beyond credentials and pay, and they are what make Jowonio 
unique. I have felt lucky to be part of this community for so long.  I encourage you to share your feedback about 
the school with us, and, if you are comfortable doing so, recommend us to other families.        
             —Ellen 
 

 
 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

THE DIRECTOR’S REPORT  

1/24  Music in the classroom 6:30—8:00 
Emily Czerkies-Earth Room) 

2/12 Family Art Experience (1-4 p.m.) 
Jowonio School 

2/15 Jowonio School Board  

2/20-2/24 Winter Break 
No School 

3/15 Jowonio School Board  

3/29 Spring Follies at Nottingham  

4/14-4/21 Spring Break 
No School 
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We have had some teachers and therapists leave us in the new year.  Several staff members have moved while oth-
ers decided to begin graduate school or do their internships. They include:  Maria Gamba (Waterfall), who returned 
with her family to her home in Uruguay; Amy Ezekial (Pooh Corner), whose husband has taken a job in Albany; 
Mary Davis (Sunflower Room) who accepted a TA position in Baldwinsville; Megan Dressel (Pooh Corner) took a 
Speech Language Pathologist position at Upstate Medical Center; Ali Barber (Earth Room) is entering a graduate 
program at St. Rose in Speech-Language Pathology, while Becky Rothstein (Bernice Wright) will do her student 
teaching.  Amanda Higuchi, our Human Resource staff member, is leaving us to do her Social Work internship.   
 
We have a number of new classroom staff who are joining us.  They include: Marianna Cavadas (Waterfall); Liliana 
Valencia(Earth); Jade Ferlenda (Bunny); Elise Fisher (Ocean); Emily Grecco (Treehouse); Sarah Obit (Kangaroo);  Sa-
rah Southwick (Earth); Matt Spencer (Sunflower); and Courtney Stocker (Sunflower). Lauren Calcagnino joins the 
Speech-Language team and Joe Bernazzani willl be our HR staff. 
 
Jowonio Staff members have been doing inservice presentations for the community.  On January 13th, Secret Gar-
den team members Kristy Lynch (Physical Therapist) and Lisa Neville (Occupational Therapist) presented for the 
Preschool Coalition on Sensory and Motor Learning Opportunities in Preschool.  Emily Czerkies (Lead teacher in the 
Earth Room) is doing a workshop on Music and Your Preschool Classroom; she will do this at Jowonio on Tuesday 
January 24th.  Katie Mosher (Lead teacher for the Kangaroo Room) will be teaching a class at Onondaga Communi-
ty College for the Early Childhood program.  

While we are in the midst of winter, we are already touring families for the fall 2017 school year. Most of our chil-
dren attend Jowonio for two years, so we have turnover for about 50% of our students each year. Once our current 
families have let us know their plans, we can identify the openings we have.  It is important that parents take a tour 
of the school, to see our classrooms in action, and to assess whether it is a match for their values and their child’s 
needs. A visit gives us a chance to talk about our approach and to meet each boy or girl, and observe their interests 
and interactions in the classrooms.   
 
As we get closer to full enrollment and classroom assignments (usually June and July), we try to plan classrooms so 
that there is balance…boys and girls, children learning English, those receiving special services, friendships among 
returning peers, parent preference. As you think about any changes for your child (e.g. length of day, number of 
days), we are happy to talk with you about the different rooms and their “personalities”, as well as openings that 
we may or may not have.  For example, we limit the number of part-week slots in each classroom.  According to our 
Parent Report Card last June, many of our students came to us through “word-of-mouth” from current or past par-
ents. If you feel good about Jowonio, we encourage you to recommend the school to others.  Families can call Niki 
Coller (445-4010 x 107) to set up a tour for your typical preschooler and call Emily Ruston Vercelloni if your child re-
ceives any special education or therapy services (445-4010 x 149). 

FALL ENROLLMENT 

SPRING FOLLIES 

Join us on March 29th at 6:30 p.m. for our annual Jowonio Spring Follies at Nottingham High School (across the 
street from our building).  The children from each classroom (even the little ones) perform a favorite song, dance 
or skit on the stage.  It is really amazing that preschoolers rise to the occasion and come up on stage before 200+ 
audience members! It is a joyous event and is a chance to see the marvelous rainbow of students who make up our 
school. Plan to be on time to get a parking place and be sure your family doesn’t miss any of the show.  
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BOARD NOTES  

They say change brings opportunity and luckily I agree.  The Jowonio School Board has had some personnel chang-
es this year and we are honored and grateful to David Tyler, Jen Abdella, Emily Creasia, David Beach, Melissa Hidek, 
Tricia Sherwood, Greg D’Amato and Sal Massa for their time and energy contributed to the school through their 
Board service over the years. The officers this year are Ann Marie Myers, President; John Nichols, Vice-President; 
Katie May Carkey, Secretary; and Luke Gasowski, Treasurer. In addition we are happy to welcome several new 
members: Frank Greenwood, Jason Benedict, Keith Schmitt, Laura Ray, Aiden Mitchell-Eaton, LaRae Rashid, and 
Mary Ellen Romagno.  All bring their unique talents and specialties to the Board and are dedicated to Jowonio’s 
mission. 
 

In 2016, the Board in conjunction with the school administration officially launched the HERO fund, a dedicated 
fund established to help fill the wage gap of our teachers, therapists, and staff. (www.gofundme.com/
jowoniohero) As many of you know if you’ve been to the school lately, we built out and reconfigured space which 
includes a classroom and a space for the team that does assistive technology evaluations of kiddos.   And looking 
forward, we’ve had a survey done of the property and building to assist in planning for any typical updates that will 
need to happen in the next few years. We are also going to spend time this year updating our Strategic Plan.     
 

The Board has also been hard at work on Jowonio’s major annual fundraiser, Celebrate Jowonio (formerly known 
as Friends, Flowers and All That Jazz). Our event has grown so popular that we have actually outgrown the donat-
ed space at the Stickley, Audi & Co. Showroom.  We would like to thank them for their years of support by allowing 
us to utilize a space with such fantastic décor.  Our event this year will be held in the event space at St. Sophia’s, 
325 Waring Road, Syracuse, NY 13224. 
 

SAVE THE DATE!  Friday, May 5 at 6:30.  We encourage all parents to take advantage of this year’s Special Parent 
Ticket Rate of $25 per person. Tickets will be available at the Front Desk in February.   
This is a great event, with excellent food from a variety of popular vendors, a cash bar, live music, a Silent Auction, 
exciting raffles, and compelling speakers sharing their Jowonio stories. We hope that you join us and also help 
make this event a success. Here are a few of the opportunities:  
 

 Purchase tickets and attend and invite friends or family members to come with you. 
 Contribute to your classroom’s raffle basket.  
 Approach your employer about sponsoring the event or placing an ad in the program. 
 Make a donation to the Raffle or Silent Auction. 
 

If you are interested in volunteering for Celebrate Jowonio, please email your name and phone number to Sophia 
Meskos at sophia.meskos@jowonio.org. We hope to see you all there! Please call Jowonio with any questions you 
have @ 315-445-4010. 

Save the Date for our premier Jowonio Fundraiser! 

CELEBRATE JOWONIO 

Friday, May 5, 2017 
For Sponsorship Opportunities please contact:  

Sophia Meskos at sophia.meskos@jowonio.org 
Look for more information to come! 

mailto:sophia.meskos@jowonio.org


Daily outdoor activity is part of quality preschool programming and is mandated by New York Child Care regula-
tions. Cold weather can be a great time for children to play outdoors, and we may go aoutside as long as the tem-
perature/wind chill is 30 degrees or above (or short periods of time when the temperature is 20-30 degrees).  As 
long as children are dressed well enough,  weather conditions do not present a health risk. According to the Ameri-
can Academy of Pediatrics, “Cold weather does not cause colds or flu.  But the viruses that cause colds and flu tend 
to be more common in winter, when children are in close contact with each other.”  Fresh air can actually reduce 
the spread of airborne viruses that can pass easily from one person to another in close indoor spaces.   
 
Getting children moving and active outside in all seasons is healthy, burns energy and is an important part of obesi-
ty prevention.  We are so fortunate at Jowonio to have a wonderful outdoor environment, which offers a variety of 
spaces for different kinds of play even in the cold and snow.  When children are dressed appropriately, they should 
be able to play outdoors in most temperatures.  “There is no such thing as bad weather, only bad cloth-
ing!” (ActiveKidsClub.com) 
  
To combat winter cabin fever by going outside, here are a few tips: 
 Dress children in layers to keep them dry and warm; in addition to coats, be sure to have boots, gloves, and 

hats! 
 Keep everyone moving to prevent frostbite or hypothermia. 
 Set reasonable time limits for outdoor play and come inside to warm up periodically. 
 Be sure that all students drink water and have a warm drink if chilled. 
 Be aware that outdoor play structures can be slippery in the cold and snow and if so, make them off-limits. 
 Plan activities that take advantage of the weather:  go sledding, build and decorate snow people, make a fort, 

make snow angels, take a walk in the woods and observe signs of animal life, freeze items in the snow, play a 
slip-sliding version of tug-of-war, make a giant snowball, spray snow with colored water. 

 Check out www.beoutthere.org for ideas about outdoor play. 
 The National Wildlife Federation (nwf.org) suggests that adults take a pledge:  “I pledge to grow our children’s 

health, happiness, and appreciation of nature by getting them outside and playing every week!” 
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OUTSIDE ALL YEAR  

Parents can’t crash-proof their children, but they can take important safety precautions regarding sledding. Injuries 
that can occur during sledding depend on the sled, the slope and the rider. Head, neck and facial injuries are com-
mon when children ride head-first; they can also catch their hands and fingers under the runners and they can be 
vulnerable to spinal damage if they fall off.  To avoid sledding injuries, follow these tips to keep your child safe. 
 Make sure children know that sledding can be dangerous. 

 Encourage riders to lie on their backs and go feet first or sit face forward. 

 A classic steerable runner sled is safer than toboggans, inner tubes or plastic saucers. 

 Check the terrain to be sure the slope is gentle, clear of obstacles and doesn’t end near a road. 

 Have the child wear a helmet when sledding. 

 Bundle kids up as they are susceptible to hypothermia, and be sure they have regular water breaks. 

While young kids can be fearless, parents can keep them safer by sledding with them!`  

SAFE SLEDDING 



 

 

Please watch your local TV station; Jowonio School will be listed under the school closing and delay 
list.  
 
 If Syracuse City School District (SCSD) is DELAYED for inclement weather:   

Jowonio classes will be delayed  

If your child is in an 11:15 class or in our BMW or Bellevue classrooms, there will be no school if delayed 
2 hours 

 

If Syracuse City School District (SCSD) is CLOSED for inclement weather:   

Jowonio will be closed 

  

For Syracuse City School District (SCSD) WINDCHILL delays and closings: 

 Jowonio will remain open and start on time  

 

COUNTY TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 

DELAYS:   

If YOUR DISTRICT is delayed, our transportation services will be delayed on your districts schedule   

If OUR DISTRICT (SCSD) is delayed, our transportation services will be delayed (the exception is the 
11:15 and 12:00 classes where there will be no transportation services if its delayed 2 hours) 

**If OUR DISTRICT (SCSD) is delayed for WINDCHILL only, our transportation services will be de-
layed but Jowonio will remain open and classes will still start on time. (you are welcome to 
transport your child to school on your own –or wait for the delay ride- and transportation services will 
transport home. 

CLOSINGS: 

If YOUR DISTRICT is closed and we are open, there will be no transportation services for you (you 
are welcome to transport your child to and from school on your own)  

If a district is closed in between your district and our SCSD there will be no transportation. The county 
cannot cross through closed districts.    

If we close after the school day has begun, transportation services will promptly get the children.   

**If OUR DISTRICT (SCSD) is closed for WINDCHILL only, there will be no transportation services 
but Jowonio will remain open and classes will still start on time. (you are welcome to transport 
your child to and from school on your own)  

  
 Please note: There will be NO AFTERSCHOOL for “closings”, “early dismissal” or  “no afterschool 

activities” listings.   
  
 If you have any questions, please contact Connie at the front desk or connie.lutz@jowonio.org.    
 

 Always make sure we have the most up-to-date contact information  
in the office as we may need to reach you during the day should an emergency arise.      
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There are so many ways to brighten up these months, as we wait for spring, but tolerate the cold and changeable 
precipitation that is the hallmark weather of our central New York region. Learning to love the outdoors in winter 
(sledding, skiing, skating, hiking) is a place to start.  But remember there are lots of indoor events that can bring joy 
even when it’s cold outside. 

 Bring flowers into your house and grow your own, by forcing bulbs (narcissus, 
crocus, amaryllis) and starting seeds for spring planting 

 Listen to music that reminds you of summer (Beach Boys?) 

 Fill your house with the smells of homemade soup and baked bread 

 Create a Beach Day (floodlights, bathing suits, suntan lotion, pools or sand boxes) 

 Put out food for the birds and squirrels in your yard (including strings of popcorn 
and cranberries) and watch them enjoy the feast 

 Curl up and read a great novel or have a movie night, with popcorn and good 
company 

 Plan your warm weather vacation months ahead 

 Go to the garden shows at the State Fair Grounds and OCC    

Favorite Children’s Books about Winter 

 

One Winter’s Day   M. Christina Butler 

Over and Under the Snow  Kate Messner/Christopher S. Neal 

Owl Moon    Jane Yolen 

Secrets of Winter  Carron Brown/Georgina Tee 

Snow    Uri Shulevitz 

Snowballs    Lois Ehlert 

Snowflake Bentley  Jacqueline Briggs Martin 

Stranger in the Woods  Carl Sams/Jean Stoick 

The Mitten   Jan Brett 

The Snowman   Raymond Briggs 

The Snowy Day   Ezra Jack Keats 

Thomas’ Snowsuit    R. Munsch 

KIDS BOOKS FOR WINTER 

Parking lots are dangerous for young children, especially with a lot of people coming and going at the same time. 
Drivers using cell phones are limited in their attention to the people walking to or from their cars.  Add to the situ-
ation rainy, snowy or icy conditions when there is decreased visibility for both pedestrians and vehicle drivers, and 
you have a recipe for disaster. Children are shorter and hard to see from a driver’s point of view.  They should al-
ways be escorted through the parking lots, whenever possible holding an adult’s hand.  We know it can be chal-
lenging to get children’s cooperation, especially when they are excited about the transition in or out of the build-
ing.  Develop a routine with your youngster so that after you park your car, help your son or daughter exit the ve-
hicle, and holding hands watchfully cross to the building entrance.  We want everyone to get through the parking 
lots safely! 

PARKING LOT SAFETY 
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One of the challenges of any organization is maintaining a dynamic state of growth, insuring that the highest 
standards of service are upheld, and supporting staff to do the best work they can do.  We have close to 100 adults 
working at Jowonio, many part-time.  We come in with different styles, skills and values, although we all share a 
commitment to young children and inclusion.  Our attitude is that we always have more to learn about our work; 
every child, every family, every classroom group presents opportunities for challenge and expansion of our skills. 
Having a team approach and a variety of personalities is an enriching aspect of Jowonio as together we are more 
likely to meet every child’s needs. 
 
There are a number of ways we support quality programming. We are chartered in New York State as a not-for-
profit school, in addition to being licensed as a child care center. The organizational structure of Jowonio includes 
oversight by a School Board; the Board conducted a strategic planning process, which included feedback from 
staff, families and community members and the creation of a set of five-year goals to guide our work. An adminis-
trative team includes our Director, assistant Director and Financial Manager, terrific office staff, our Family Team 
that includes our social workers and school psychologist, and Support Teachers attached to each classroom. The 
Support Teachers, all with many years of experience at Jowonio, offer assistance to the teachers and families in 
each classroom. They provide oversight regarding curriculum and clinical problem-solving, intake of new stu-
dents, hiring and mentoring of staff, and assistance in the transition of children to their next classroom. They 
model teaching of individual and groups of children, e.g. social skills training.  They also manage the paperwork 
that supports the children with special needs in Jowonio. 
 
 We have a long-standing commitment to the growth of adults as well as children, since a vibrant program is one 
where reflective practice is encouraged and there are a variety of opportunities for staff development.  A number 
of years ago we made the decision to provide a weekly inservice time (Wednesdays 1-3 p.m.) instead of the half-
day and full-day conferences days that school districts take. We use this time for teaching teams to work together 
with therapists, discussing the needs of individual children and the ways in which classroom activities can be 
adapted to meet their needs.  Staff may be doing monthly planning or having parent conferences.  And every other 
week we try to offer workshops where teachers and therapists from different classrooms have an opportunity to 
share with each other, and we may have speakers from Jowonio or the community.  Inservice topics include re-
flecting on our own practice; child development and developmentally appropriate practice (such as Creative Cur-
riculum, literacy, diversity); supporting students with special needs, (e.g. teaching children with autism, utilizing 
adaptive communication devices), and general child care regulations. For our license as a child care center, the 
Office of Children and Family Services requires a certain number of hours of training each year covering particular 
topics.  Teachers in the classrooms with Universal Pre-K students also are required to attend UPK sponsored 
workshops.  In addition to our Wednesday on-site trainings, we have encouraged staff to attend local and regional 
workshops and visit other schools to stimulate their thinking and expose them to new ideas. In every way we try 
to improve the quality of the service Jowonio is providing to your children. 

“When a flower doesn’t bloom you fix the environment in which it grows, not the flower.” 

         --Alexander Den Heijer 

 

“Reflective practice is a powerful tool to share with children.  It empowers children to 

examine their own thoughts…Just imagine if a child is pursuing how to solve a problem and 

he or she gets stuck. I’m envisioning the child pausing, reflecting, adjusting, evaluating, 

and then proceeding to solve the problem. How powerful!”      

         --Kimberly Cothran 

 

“Like a sandcastle, all is temporary.  Build it, tend it, enjoy it.  And when the time 

comes, let it go.”          --Jack Kornfield 
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Zoo to you 

Thank you to Elijah Grifasi's grandma Sha-

ron from Louisiana for playing guitar for 

us.  We enjoyed the new songs she played 

for us.  

Thank you to Gloria L. W. Judge   She 

played the accordion during star/flower mu-

sic and shared her instruments with us! We 

loved it.   
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FAMILY ART EXPERIENCE  



It has been a busy Fall for families at Jowonio!   
 
An enthusiastic group of parents made our Adventures in Parenting 
series a success on Wednesday mornings from October through De-
cember.  Thanks to Carol Spartano and Lori Lawless, two of our sea-
soned Jowonio support teachers, who brought their wealth of experi-
ence and knowledge to talk with the group about social skills and be-
havior strategies and the importance of play with preschoolers.    
 
Phoebe’s Restaurant hosted our group of parents of children with au-
tism and sensory challenges for an evening of socializing and network-
ing in October.  Thanks to Kristen Thompson, current and alumni 
Jowonio parent, for joining us to share her story and experiences re-

garding her daughter, a Jowonio alum, as she navigated and advocated through the special education system be-
yond preschool. 

 
Four Jowonio staff members presented a workshop for a large group of parents about 
social skills, behavior, communication and sensory needs of preschoolers.  The two 
part workshop was held over two Monday evenings in November.  Thanks to Katie 
Carkey, Treehouse Room lead teacher; Pam Carges, Occupational Therapist; Megan 
Dressel, Speech-Language Pathologist; and Laura Kriedler, Occupational Therapist, for 
their informative discussions and presentations of strategic tools and ideas for parents 
to use at home. 
 

Two action packed My Gym Parent Respite Nights Out were held in the Fall, for children with special needs and 
their siblings, in October and December.  It was a full house and fun was had by all. 

                                 

      

     
Thanks to Scott Floyd and Mark McKeon for continuing to pick up and deliver all of the wonderful bread and baked 
goods that are donated to us every Monday from Panera in Fayetteville.  And of course, thanks always to Panera 
for generously providing this gift to us every year!   
 
Thanks to several Jowonio alums and friends from Nottingham and Liverpool High 
Schools who braved the pre-Thanksgiving blizzard to help us organize and pack 40 
Thanksgiving baskets for many of our Jowonio families this year. 
 
Every year we are so fortunate to partner with community members and organizations 
that help us to gather and distribute tons of toys and gifts to many Jowonio families in 
December.  A huge thank you to Tillie’s Touch, SEFCU, Michelle and Todd Truxel and 
staff at Custom Logo, and Dawn Masterpol, for your overwhelming kindness and gen-
erosity!       
 
And thanks to all of the Jowonio parents, staff and alumni families that donated turkeys, canned goods, gift certifi-
cates, cash donations and toys to help us to provide baskets full of great food and gifts to many Jowonio families 
during the holiday season.     

FAMILY SUPPORT CORNER 
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Think back to your last visit to your neighborhood park, watching a group of preschoolers navigate the many de-
lights its playground had to offer.  From the swings, to the climbing structures, slides, sandbox or grassy areas – 
there was probably something to entice every child there to play.  But if you observed more closely, you likely no-
ticed that there were differences in how individual children used the space.  One child may have been squealing 
with laughter, calling “Higher! Higher!” each time her father pushed her on the swing.  Another child cautiously at-
tempted the climber, whining “I can’t!” as his mother cooed encouragement and offered a helping hand.  A third 
preschooler was observed to race up the steps and “whoosh” down the slide again and again for 10 full minutes!    
And a four-year-old boy clung to his babysitter’s leg, watching all the action around him, as his three-year-old sister 
moved rapidly from slide, to climber, to kicking a ball in the grass, to digging in the sandbox.  Given the relatively 
narrow age span of these children, what accounts for the differences in the way that each interacted with the fun 
elements their neighborhood playground had to offer? 
 
One helpful lens to view these differences through is that of temperament.  Author Mary Sheedy Kurcinka (1992) 
defines temperament as “a child’s first and most natural way of reacting to the world . . . a preferred style of re-
sponding.” (p. 25).  Temperamental style, then, is characterized as the innate tendency of a child to act and react to 
the people and events in his/her life in relatively predictable and identifiable ways.  Doctors T. Berry Brazelton and 
Stanley Greenspan (2000) offer support for this understanding of individual difference as being rooted in physical 
development, based on their decades of work with young children.  Brazelton and Greenspan describe variations, 
from infancy onward, in the ways that children react to sight, sound, touch and “in their ability to control states of 
consciousness (sleep, awake, alert, fussing, crying) in order to pay attention.” (p. 80).  
 
In her book, Raising Your Spirited Child, Kurcinka proposes nine different temperamental traits that can be seen on a 
continuum of low to high.  The particular ways in which each of these traits combines in an individual form the fab-
ric of that person’s unique personality.  Kurcinka argues that knowing where a child falls on these continua will help 
the adults in his/her life to tailor their responses to promote optimal growth.  The nine temperamental dimensions 
that Kurcinka describes include: 
 

Intensity – the strength of the child’s emotional reactions 

Persistence – the strength of the child’s drive to remain engaged in an activity 

Perceptiveness – the child’s level of awareness of his/her physical and emotional surroundings 

Sensitivity – the degree to which the child is impacted by sensory and/or emotional stimuli 

Adaptability – the speed or ease with which the child adapts to changes 

Regularity – the predictability of the child’s body rhythms, such as sleeping and eating 

Energy – the degree to which the child is “on the move” or “quiet and contemplative” 

First Reactions – whether the child generally meets new situations with enthusiasm or reserve 

Mood –  whether the child generally possesses a happy and content demeanor, or typically exhibits a more se-

rious, analytical, or cranky approach  

 
In the interactions between children and the important adults in their lives, there exists a continuous “feedback 
loop” whereby each influences the responses of the other.  Brazelton & Greenspan speak to the power of this in-
teraction in shaping personality when they proffer that “personality traits derive not from any single, overriding 
genetic characteristic, but from the complex interplay of multiple factors. . . Through the interactions between the 
child’s physiological traits and the caregiver’s behaviors, there emerge personality characteristics.” (p. 81, 83).  So, 
though none of us gets to choose our child’s temperament, we can still make a difference by helping him/her to 
understand temperamental traits, capitalize on strengths, and develop the skills to express those traits in the most 
successful ways. 
 
          
 

 
 
 
 
 



PAGE 13 VOLUME 20, ISSUE 2 

WHAT’S THE DIFFERENCE?  CONT... 

Applying these constructs to the children observed above at the playground can help us both understand their 
different experiences and support their most successful engagement with the world.  So, the child with high emo-
tional intensity gleefully squeals as she swings might need advance warnings as swing-time is winding down, to cir-
cumvent her equally strong protests at ending an exciting activity.  And the child showing such strong persistence 
at the slide may benefit from being gradually wooed to another playground experience that challenges him in a 
different way.  The little boy with the lower, more reserved energy, who was clinging to his babysitter’s leg, may 
appropriately need time to watch all the action before being accompanied to take his first turn on the swings; while 
his high-energy sister may benefit from being joined by a play partner who can help her extend her interest and fo-
cus for a bit longer on one fun activity.  And the cranky, cautious child on the climber may learn to persist at his 
challenge, given the gentle and encouraging support of his mother.   
 
On a final note, we adults will do well to give some thoughts to the ways in which our own temperamental traits 
contribute to our relationships with our children.  There may be ways in which our traits are similar and “in-synch” 
with our children, or other ways in which our temperaments are different and complementary.  On the other hand, 
the interaction between some dimensions of our unique temperaments may cause a parent-child clash.  As we gain 
an understanding of the contributions of temperament to the relationships within our family, as well as to how we 
engage with the world, we will be better equipped to foster successful responses in our children and ourselves.  
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HELP NEEDED  

Library Help Wanted.  Jowonio has a library, the Magic Bookshop, located in the basement next to the Enchanted 
Forest, where our Afterschool program meets.  Classrooms have an opportunity daily to visit the library and chil-
dren can borrow books for their classroom and then return the books. When families bring books to donate, we 
want the books to be labeled and then brought into the library.  
Right now we have a number of books to be added to the Magic Bookshop, so we could use volunteers to do this 
occasionally. Someone could also solicit particular books for us (for example, seasonal topics, books about art, 
etc.).  Let Ellen know if you could help (ellen.barnes@jowonio.org). 
 
Outdoor Committee Members Wanted.  At Jowonio we value children having exposure to nature!  We are lucky to 
have close to 5 acres , and we would love to have a group of people to help us think about the landscape…the east 
and west front of the building, renovating our daffodil labyrinth on the back hill, our nature trail Sarah’s path,  a 
fairy garden, the Play Perch, and classroom gardens. Let me know (ellen.barnes@jowonio.org) if you are interest-
ed in joining a committee to plan for our outdoor spaces. 

Come check out the Lost and Found  
Are you missing something? 

mailto:ellen.barnes@jowonio.org


We’re on the Web  

www.jowonio.org  

Jowonio  

Jowonio School  

3049 East Genesee Street  

Syracuse, NY 13224 

Phone: 315.445.4010 

Fax: 315.445.4060 

Designate Jowonio as Your United Way Beneficiary 
 
Please consider designating Jowonio as a recipient of your United 
Way contribution.  Simply write “Jowonio School” on the line provid-
ed on the donor card. We typically use the United Way dollars for our 
annual scholarship fund;  it is a way to continue to support students 
who otherwise could not afford to attend Jowonio. 

AmazonSmile! 
You Shop, Amazon Gives to Jowonio! 

Choose Jowonio School as your charitable organization 
Remember, always start at smile.amazon.com and Amazon will do-

nate 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile purchases.  

 

 

Earn cash for Jowonio every time you shop for 
groceries.  Clip Box Tops from hundred of your 
favorite products.  Each Box Top is worth $  .10  
and that adds up fast!   
 
If you have any questions,                               
contact Cynthia Johnson   at 445-4010 or                                
cynthia.johnson@jowonio.org   

 

You can also got to the Box Tops for Education web site.  
www.boxtops4education.com 

With Tools for Schools, you earn points on behalf of Jowonio every   
time you shop using your AdvantEdge Card. The points are redeemed 

by the school for FREE equipment. 

WAYS TO HELP JOWONIO ALL YEAR ROUND   

 
 
 
 
1. Register your AdvantEdge Card and designate Jowonio at the Guest 
Services desk at your local Price Chopper or using their online form at 
www.pricechopper.com. 
2. The program runs July 26, 2015 through Saturday, March 26, 2016. 
3. All eligible purchases using your AdvantEdge Card will be automati-
cally credited to Jowonio. 
4. Every dollar spent at Price Chopper earns us one point. Purchase 

Price Chopper brands and we receive double points!                Jowonio School Code  39798 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/r.html?C=BKM94FC3JWEU&K=A4QYVRXYK02OH&R=2HW7P93F5TLOZ&T=C&U=http%3A%2F%2Fsmile.amazon.com%2Fref%3Dpe_830720_136174660_smi_em_we2_ani_smi&A=VAITE3SLDEQQXR6CACAZNOPNYI0A&H=D0APDPJ2HYS7UKFHSHF9R4RFQVIA&ref_=pe_830720_136174660_smi_
http://www.pricechopper.com/savings/sign-up

